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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION IN UGANDA 

Wildlife refers to fauna (animals) and flora (plants), which have been gazette in a given areas 

together with the natural landscape/scenery they occupy. 

Current status of wildlife conservation in Uganda 

- Wildlife is the major tourist attraction in Uganda 

- Wildlife conservation is mainly carried out in semi- arid areas of Uganda where rainfall 

amounts are less than 750mmm per annum. 

- There is deterioration in wildlife population due to poaching and hostile environment. 

- There are efforts to protect rare species of animals for example white Rhinos at Ziwa ranch in 

Nakasongola. 

- National parks have been increased from 4 10 since 1980. 

- The government has established Uganda wildlife Authority (UWA) to monitor wildlife 

conservation in Uganda. 

Wildlife conservation areas in Uganda include, 

- National parks like Murchison falls, national park, Queen Elizabeth national park, Kidepo 

valley national park, Mt. Elgon national park, Mt. Rwenzori national park etc. 

- Wildlife reservers like Pian-Upe, Mathenika, Bokora, corridor, Bugungu and Karuma 

wildlife reserve. 

- Wildlife sanctuaries like Kei-Otze, Ngamba Island, Entebbe birds sanctuary etcs. 

- Community wildlife areas like Amudat, Iriri, karenga, Kaiso- 

- Tonya, East Madi and North Karamoja. 

- Wildlife ranches like Ziwa ranch in Nakasongola 

A SKETCH MAP OF UGANDA SHOWING WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREAS 
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Contribution of wildlife conservation to the development of Uganda  

1. It has led to the development of tourism and research hence a source of foreign exchange for 

example Queen Elizabeth national park, mountain Rwenzori national park, Pian-Upe wildlife 

reserve and Karuma wildlife reserve. 

2. It has led to the development of research and education by students from higher institutions 

of learning for example those doing tourist related courses do their study in Queen Elizabeth 

national park. 

3. Source of employment opportunities where people are employed as researchers, game 

wardens and guides and veterinary personnel in Queen Elizabeth national par.. 

4. Source of foreign exchange though foreign tourists from USA, china and Britain visiting 

conservation areas like Queen Elizabeth national park. 

5. Source of internal revenue to the government through imposing taxes on people employed in 

the conservation areas such as Queen Elizabeth national park. 

6. It helps in protecting important water catchment areas especially in mountainous for example 

in Mountain Rwenzori national park and mountain Elgon national park. 

7. It provides pants used for curatives/medical purposes for example in Queen Elizabeth 

national park and mountain Rwenzori national park. 

8. It provides food through controlled hunting for example antelopes in Queen Elizabeth 

national park and Pia-Upe wild life reserve. 

9. Wildlife conservation has led to the development of transport infrastructure especially roads 

connecting conservation areas such as Queen Elizabeth national park, Mountain Rwenzori 

national park and mountain Elgon national park. 

10. It has led to urbanization with its benefits since conservation areas attract a large population 

for example Mweya and Kilimanjaro. 

11. It has led to creation of international relationship  between Uganda and countries sharing 

conservation areas for example with Democratic Republic of Congo with virungas national 

park linked to Semiliki national and mountain Rwezori national park. 

12. Conservation areas protect landscape from degradation, erosion and mass wasting due to 

protection of plants life especially in mountainous areas for example Mountain Rwenzori 

national park and mountain Elgon national park. 

13. It has led to diversification of the economy and reduce over dependence on agriculture which 

is highly affected by natural factors through generation of alternative income from 

conservation areas like Queen Elizabeth national park. 

14. It has led to the development of agriculture through provision of market for agricultural 

products for example at Mweya Safari lodge in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

15. Wildlife conservation has encouraged the utilization of the would be idle land that is less 

productive in terms of agriculture for example the dry areas of Kaabong occupied by Kidepo 

valley national park, Kasese occupied by Queen Elizabeth national park. 

16. It has led to the development of photography and video graphy since conservation areas 

provide magnificent scenery such as Queen Elizabeth national park. 
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17. Some conserved areas have cultural significance for example Queen Elizabeth national park 

with animals like leopards and lions. 

18. Conservation areas especially with thick forest vegetation help to modify the local climate 

through formation of rainfall for example Mountain Elgon national park and Bwindi 

impenetrable national park. 

19. Wildlife conservation maintains ecological balance by providing food to plants and animals 

for example lions feed on antelopes which fed on grass in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

Negative contribution 

1. Conservation of wildlife involves the protection of wild animals which are dangerous to 

humans for example leopards, snakes and lions in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

2. The conserved wild animals normally invade farmlands in the neighborhood and destroy the 

crops hence discouraging agriculture for example elephants in Queen Elizabeth national park, 

Mountain Rwenzori national park and mountain Elgon national park. 

3. It has led to the distraction of vegetation resulting from over grazing by wild animals for 

example elephant in Murchison falls national park. 

4. It has led to the pollution of environment which is harmful to human life for example 

hippopotamuses in Queen Elizabeth national park, pollute the water of the Kazinga channel 

and lake Edward with their dung. 

5. It has led to withdrawal of labour from other sectors like agriculture effecting their growth by 

engaging in wildlife conservation areas such as Queen Elizabeth national park, Mountain 

Rwenzori national park and mountain Elgon national park. 

6. Some conservation areas are breeding grounds for vectors like tsetse flies for example 

Murchison falls national park and mountain Rwenzori national park. 

7. The conservation provides hideout for antigovernment forces and other wrong doers who 

destabilize peace for example ADF in Mountain Rwenzori national park. 

8. It has led to urban related problems like prostitution, high crime rates and others in urban 

centers which have emerged from wildlife conservation for example at Mweya and Katwe in 

Queen Elizabeth national park. 

9. It has led to displacement of many people near conservation areas through eviction of 

encroachers such as Queen Elizabeth national park. 

10. Wildlife conservation had led to competition for land with other land use types like 

agriculture and settlement for example Murchison falls national park and Queen Elizabeth 

national park. 

11. It has led to profit repatriation by foreign owned companies engaged in wildlife conservation 

for example in operation of lodges in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

12. It has led to regional imbalance where conservation areas are more developed than the 

adjacent areas with improved infrastructure for example Queen Elizabeth national park 

13. It has led to loss of government revenue through provision of infrastructure like roads, 

conducting research etc for conservation areas like Queen Elizabeth national park. 
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Wildlife as the basis for the tourist industry in Uganda 

 Tourisms want to see wildlife in the natural settings or habitats leading to the development of 

tourist activities like bird watching in Queen Elizabeth national park, gorilla tracking in 

Bwindi impenetrable national park. 

 Tourists are interested in going for game sports like hunting and sport fishing thus 

encouraging them to go Kazinga channel in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

 Tourists who are interested in research on ecological system use wildlife at Queen Elizabeth 

national park, and Murchison falls national park for their research for example at institute of 

ecology at Katwe. 

 Some tourists are interested in photography and videography for example including feeding 

habits of wildlife like lions and crocodiles in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

 Wildlife provides camping sites for tourists for example in Mountain Rwenzori national park 

and mountain Elgon national park. For tourists who love adventure. 

 Wildlife provides special dishes in form of mushroom, antelopes among others that attract 

tourists to Mgahinga national park in Bwindi impenetrable national park 

 Wildlife like animals and birds from Queen Elizabeth national park and Murchison falls 

national park provide a basis for advertising different brands like the Uganda cranes, beers. 

 Some business oriented tourists want to engage in buying and selling of products from 

wildlife for example ivory from elephants in Murchison falls national park and Queen 

Elizabeth national park. 

 Wildlife helps in maintaining the ecological balance which encourages various tourists’ 

activities in Queen Elizabeth national park and Murchison falls national park. 

REVISION QUESTION 

1. Examine the importance of wildlife conservation in Uganda 

- Define wildlife conservation , identify wildlife conservation areas and draw a sketch map of 

Uganda showing wildlife conservation areas 

- Give the positive and negative importance, giving an example of a conservation area on 

every point. 

2. Explain the problems facing wildlife conservation in Uganda. 

- Define wildlife conservation , identify wildlife conservation areas and draw a sketch map of 

Uganda showing wildlife conservation areas 

- Explain the physical and human problems, giving an example of a conservation area on every 

point. 

3. Asses the contribution of national parks to the development of Uganda. 

- Define national park, identify the national parks in Uganda and draw a sketch map of Uganda 

showing national parks. 

- Examine the positive and negative contribution of national parks, giving an example of a 

national park on every point 
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TOURISM IN UGANDA 

Current status of the tourist industry in Uganda 

- Uganda receives over one million tourists per year from various countries. 

- The government has established the Uganda Tourist Board (UTB) and Uganda Wildlife 

Authority (UWA) to develop the tourist sector. 

- Most tourists come from Western Europe, USA and African countries. 

- Tourism employs a sizeable number of Uganda’s population about 7.4% of the total 

population (420,000jobs) 

- Tourism is one of the major foreign exchange earners of Uganda. 

- Wildlife is the major tourist attraction in Uganda. 

- National parks have been increased from 4 to 10 since 1980 to date. 

- The tourist industry is one of the fastest growing sectors in Uganda. 

- The direct contribution of travel and tourism to GDP is expected to be Ug. Shs 1,363.8bn 

about US$536m (3.2 percent of total GDP) in 2011 (WTTC2011). 

Major tourist attraction in Uganda 

The major tourists attractions in Uganda  include;  

1. Wildlife national parks like Queen Elizabeth national park 

2. Relief features like mountains Rwenzori and mountain Elgon and the western arm of the 

rift valley in western Uganda. 

3. Drainage features like lake Victoria and lake Albert 

4. The various climatic conditions like equatorial climate along the equator in Masaka and 

Entebbe. 

5. Historical sites like Kasubi tombs in kampala. Ngero rock painting in Kumi and fort 

Patiko in Gulu. 

6. Recent developments for example oil mines on Lake Albert for example in Buliisa. 

7. Accommodation facilities such as Hilton hotel in kampala. 

8. The equator at Kayabwe, Kilimanjaro and Equator Island at Entebbe. 

9. Religious centres for example Namirembe cathedral for Anglicans, Rubaga cathedral for 

catholics and Namugongo martyrs shrines among the Baganda of Masaka and Basoga of 

Jinja 

10. Recreational activities for example Kitante golf club, Mandela national Stadium. In 

Kampala. 
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A SKETCH MAP OF UGANDA SHOWING TOURISTS ATTRACTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factors which have favoured the development of the tourist industry in Uganda 

Physical factors 

- The presence of varied relief features such as mountain Rwenzori with its snowcapped peak 

Margherita which encourages tourist activities like mountain climbing, the rift valley with 

associated features like Butiaba escarpment. 

- The presence of varied wildlife in antinal parks like Queen Elizabeth national park. And 

Murchison falls national park; wildlife reserves like Ajai in Arua and Karuma in Masindi 

have encouraged tourists’ activities like game drive, bird watching and photography. 

- The presence of varied climatic conditions for example the equatorial climate in areas near 

the equator such as Entebbe, Ssese Island and Masaka has encouraged tourist activities like 

sun bathing at Jinja, Entebbe anf Ggaba beach around lake Victoria. 

The presence  of varied drainage features for example lake Victoria the largest in Africa with 

beautiful beaches like Nabugabo and Ggaba beach which encourage activities like sport fishing 

and sun bathing. 
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The presence of the equator crossing points signifying that Uganda experiences tropical 

climate like at Kayabwe /Nabusanke along Kampala –Masaka road, the equator island at 

Entebbe and Kikorongo in Kasese. 

Human factors. 

1. The  presence of many impressive historical sites, which attract tourists for research 

and education such as Kasubi  tombs in Kampala, Fort Stanley in Kalangala , Fort 

Patiko in Gulu, Nyero rock painting in Kumi. 

2. The presence of various cultural practices  which attract  tourists for leisure such as 

Larakaraka and Dinging dance among the Acholi of Gulu, Ntogoro dance among  the 

Banyoro of Hoima , and the Karamojong way  of dressing in Kaabong. 

3. The availability of improved transport network for tourists to access various tourist 

attractions for example Kampala–Masaka-Mbarararoad tourist visiting Lake Mburo 

national park, Kampala-Jinja to Mabira forest and source of the Nile. 

4. Supportive government policy for example  constructing  the supportive infrastructure 

like  roads connecting to tourist attractions, liberation  of the tourist industry and 

establishing the Uganda wildlife Authority has encouraged  the development  of 

tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth National park. 

5. The relative politicalstability has encouraged investment in the tourist industry and 

attracttourists to visit tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National Park and Lake 

Victoria. 

6. Introduction of tourist courses in the higher institutions of learning like Makerere 

University has produced skilled labour inform of game wardens and tour guides, and 

receptionists in tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National Park, Lake Victoria and 

Mabira forests. 
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7. Improved advertising being conducted by the Uganda tourist Board (UTB) has 

created awareness about the available tourist attractions in Uganda such as Queen 

Elizabeth National Park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and maintain Rwenzori. 

8. Availability of improved accommodation facilities for the foreign tourists for example 

Mweya Safari lodge in Queen Elizabeth National park, Serena hotel in Kampala. 

9. Hospitality of the people of Uganda encouraging interaction between the local people 

and foreigners visiting Queen Elizabeth National Park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest 

and mountain Rwenzori. 

10. Improvement in research concerning protection of wildlife which acts as tourist 

attractions in National parks such as Queen Elizabeth national park and Murchison 

falls national park. 

11. Promotion of community tourism where tourists come to experience the way of life  

of certain communities for example the Batwa on the fringes of Bwindi national park 

in Kanungu District. 

12. Emergence of tour and travel agencies like African Safaris, Volcano tours etc. to aid 

in the providing accommodation and transportation of Tourists to various tourist 

attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and 

mountain Rwenzori. 

13. Improved health services have enabled foreign tourists to visit various tourist centres 

such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain 

Rwenzori. 

14. Hosting of international conferences has created friendship between Uganda and 

foreign countries involved for example CHOGM meeting of 2007 which has 

increased Tourists visiting Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira 

forest. 

15. Availability of adequate capital provided by the government and microfinance, 

institutions to be invested in the  development of tourism like in Queen Elizabeth 

National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 
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16. The preservation of rare species of animals has attracted tourists for example gorillas 

in Bwindi impenetrable national park and rhinos in Ziwa ranch in Nakasongola. 

17. Recent developments for oil discovery in the Albertine region have attracted tourists 

to visit oil field in Hoima and Buliisa. 

 

Contribution of the tourist sector to the development of Uganda. 

Positive Contributions. 

1. Source of employment opportunities where people are employed as researchers,game 

wardens, guides and receptionists in Queen Elizabeth National park, Mabira forest 

and Mountain Rwenzori. 

2. Source of foreign exchange through foreign tourists from USA, China and Britain 

visiting Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain 

Rwenzori. 

3. Source of revenue to the government through imposing taxes on people employed in 

the tourist attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira 

forest and Mountain Rwenzori. 

4. Tourism has led to the development of transport infrastructure especially roads 

connecting tourist attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, 

Mabira forest and Mountain Rwenzori. 

5. Tourism has led to Urbanization with its benefits since tourist centres attract a large 

population for example Jinja with source of the Nile and Bujagali falls, Mweya and 

Kikorongo in Queen Elizabeth national park, Kasese near mountain Rwenzori. 

6. Tourism has led to creation of international relationship between Uganda and 

countries where foreign tourists come from like USA, China, Britain to visit tourist 

attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forests and 

Mountain Rwenzori. 
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7. Tourism has led to the development of research and education by students from 

higher institutions of learning for example those doing tourist related courses do their 

study in Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain 

Rwenzori. 

8. Tourism has led to diversification of the economy and reduce over dependence on 

agriculture which is highly affected nature through generation of alternative income 

from tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira 

forest. 

9. Tourism has led to the development of agriculture through provision of market for 

agricultural products for example in Hotels such as Sheraton hotel in Kampala for 

Tourists visiting Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and 

Mountain Rwenzori. 

10. Tourism has encouraged the utilization of the would be idle land that is less 

productive in terms of agriculture for example the dry areas of Kaabong occupied by 

Kidepo valley national park and Kasese occupied by Queen Elizabeth national park. 

11. Tourism has encouraged cultural exchange through enriching the African traditional 

culture with the foreign culture from foreign tourists from China, USA and Britain 

visiting tourist attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, 

Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 

12.  It has led to the development of photography and videography sincetourist attractions 

such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira forest form 

impressive features. 

13.  It has encouraged wildlife conservation and therefore the conservation of biodiversity 

though ecotourism in Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira 

forest. 

14. It has led to the development of art and craft industry from the local  crafts such as 

baskets,  traditional clothes sold at Mweya in Queen Elizabeth national park, at Paraa 

safari lodge in Murchison falls national park and at Kayabwe equator point. 
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15.  It has helped in conserving Uganda’s  cultural heritage by turning the various aspects 

of culture into valuable sources of income for example Kasubi tombs in Kampala, 

dances like Larakaraka dance among the Acholi of Gulu. 

16. It has encouraged environmental conservation through gazetting of national parks 

which help to reduce soil erosion like Mountain Elgon national park andMgahinga 

national park. 

Negative contributions. 

1) Tourism has led to conservation of wildlife which involves the protection of 

wildanimals which are dangerous to humans for example leopards , snakes and lions 

in Queen Elizabeth national park, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori forests. 

2) Tourism has led to land conflicts with other land use types like agriculture and 

settlement for example Lake Mburo National park competes with livestock rearing by 

the Bahima of Kiruhura. 

3) Tourism has led to profit repatriation by foreign investors in tourism for example 

those owning hotels like Fang Fang hotel in Kampala from China, Imperial hotel in 

Kampals for the Indians, Nile resort hotel in Jinja for the Indians. 

4) It has led to erosion of African traditional culture through infiltration of foreign 

culture from USA, Britain and China for example way of dressing, homosexuality in 

tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and 

Mountain Rwenzori. 

5) Tourism has led to high costs of local commodities leading to inflation due to 

increased demand for commodities like foodstuffs and local crafts near tourist 

attractions like Queen Elizabeth Nationalpark, source of the Nile, Mabira forest and 

mountain Rwenzori. 

6) It has led to destruction of vegetation resulting from overgrazing by wild animals, for 

example elephants in Murchison falls national park lead to destruction of vegetable. 

7)  It has led to environmental pollution in form of air, water and land affecting the 

quality of life of the community for example hippopotamuses in Kazinga channel and 

Edward pollutes water with dung. 
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8) It has led to withdrawal of labour from other sectors like agriculture affecting their 

growth by engaging in tourist attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake 

Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 

9) Tourism is associated with high costs of operation and maintenance which leads to 

losses due to seasonality of tourism in areas like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake 

Victoria, Mabira forest and Mountain Rwenzori. 

10) It has led to urban related problems like prostitution, high crime rates and others in 

urban centres which have emerged from tourism for example at Mweya and Katwe in 

Queen Elizabeth national park. 

11) It has caused insecurity in Uganda since some wrong elements visit Uganda as 

tourists for example in tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake 

Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 

12) Tourism has led to smuggling of wild animals like monkeys and some parts of 

animals like ivory from elephants in Queen Elizabeth National park and 

Murchisonfalls national park. 

13) Tourism has led to spread of diseases form protected wildanimals like Anthrax among 

elephants and hippopotamuses in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

14) It has led to displacement of many people to conserve tourist attractions such as 

Queen Elizabeth National park, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori forest. 

 

Problems facing tourism in Uganda. 

1. Insecurity in some parts of Uganda has threatened foreign tourists from visiting tourist 

attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira forest. 

2. Poorly developed transport network has hindered the movement of tourist to tourist 

attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest. 

3. Competition with otherland use types like agriculture and settlement due to 

population increase in Uganda for example the Basongora pastoralists encroach on 
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Queen Elizabeth national park, the Bahima pastoralists encroach   on Lake Mburo 

national park. 

4. Competition with other African countries with the same tourist attractions and better 

tourist facilities for example Kenya and Tanzania which tends to reduce the number 

of tourists visiting Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira forest. 

5. Limited skilled labour to work in the tourist sector which has led to reliance on 

imported labour which is expensive affecting the growth of tourist centres like Queen 

Elizabeth National park. Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 

6. Poaching of wild animals by hunters for meat, skins and hides, and ivory leading to 

reduction in wildlife for example among the Basongora in Queen Elizabeth national 

park, the Bahima in Lake Mburo national park. 

7. The pests and diseases like Ebola in Western Uganda discourage tourists from visiting 

Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest. 

8. Limited capital to pay labour and setup the necessary infrastructure like roads and 

lodges in tourist Centre’s like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and 

Mabira forest. 

9. Limited domestic tourism due to poverty and ignorance among Ugandans has reduced 

on the number of tourists visiting Queen Elizabeth National park and Lake Victoria. 

10. Language barrier due to limited international languages spoken in Uganda limits the 

number of foreign tourists visiting Queen Elizabeth National Park and Lake Victoria. 

11. Seasonality of tourism since most tourists visit Uganda during the winter season in 

their countries leading to high costs of operation of hotels during unfavorable seasons 

in tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira 

forest. 

12. Low levels of advertising have limited awareness of the availability of the tourist 

attractions such as Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria and Mabira forest. 

13. Hostile climatic conditions especially prolonged drought which affects the growth of 

wildlife which is a basis of the tourist industry in Queen Elizabeth national park, 

Murchison falls national park and Matheniko national park in Moroto. 
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14. Limited research conducted concerning improvement in the tourist sector has limited 

the development of tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth national park and Lake 

Victoria. 

15.  Poorly developed accommodation facilities which do not meet international standards 

have limited the number of foreign tourists vising Queen Elizabeth National park, 

Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and Mountain Rwenzori. 

 

Measures being taken to promote tourism in Uganda. 

1) The government of Uganda through the UPDF is promoting peace and stability to 

fight rebel activities like ADF in Bundibugyo and therefore attract tourists to Queen 

Elizabeth National Park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and Mountain Rwenzori. 

2) Improvement in infrastructure especially roads connecting to tourist centres for 

example Kampala- Jinja road to Mabira forest, Kampala-Masaka –Mbarara-Kasese 

road to Lake Mburo National park and Queen Elizabeth national park. 

3) Education and training of labour thorough  higher institutions of learning like 

Makerere University with students doing tourist courses which has helped labour to 

acquire the necessary skills to work in tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National 

park. 

4) Research is being carried out by the Uganda Tourist Board (UTB) and Uganda 

Wildlife Authority (UWA) regarding Wildlife conservation and improvement in 

tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and 

mountain Rwenzori. 

5) Advertising of tourist centres using both local and international media to create 

awareness among people of the available tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth 

National park. 

6) Liberalization and privatization of the tourist sector by attracting both local and 

foreign investors to invest in the tourist sector for example in construction of hotels 

like Serena hotel in Kampala, Nile resort hotel in Jinja, Paraa lodge in Murchison falls 

national park. 
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7) Settlement and resettlement of people to reduce encroachment on protected areas for 

example the Basongora from Queen Elizabeth national park resettles to Mubuku 

prison farm and Muhokya. 

8) Sensitization and education  of the local population about the value of tourism and 

protection  of wild life and other tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth National 

Park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain Rwenzori. 

9) Attracting local tourists to join the tourist industry through giving subsidies in tourist 

related activities for tourist attractions like Queen Elizabeth National park and Lake 

Victoria. 

10) Improvement in accommodation facilities that try to meet international standards for 

example Serena hotel in Kampala, Nile resort hotel in Jinja, Paraa lodge in Murchison 

falls national park and Mweya Safari lodge in Queen Elizabeth national park. 

11) Diversification of the tourist potential instead of only depending on wildlife for 

example the equator points and Kayabwe and Kikorongo, Source of the Nile in Jinja. 

12) The government is reducing on the entry requirement for the foreign tourists into 

Uganda and there is freedom of movement into the Country to visit tourist attractions 

like Queen Elizabeth National park, Lake Victoria, Mabira forest and mountain 

Rwenzori. 

13) The Uganda wildlife authority is protecting rare species of animals and birds to 

reduce their extinction for example rhinos in Ziwa ranch in Nakasongola, Lions at 

Entebbe wildlife education centre. 

14) Setting up institutions necessary to spearhead tourism for example the Uganda 

wildlife Authority (UWA) and Uganda Tourist Board (UTB) to encourage 

development to tourist centres like Queen Elizabeth national park, Lake Victoria and 

Mabira forest. 

15) Encouraging the teaching to foreign languages like French, Chinese and German in 

schools to overcome the problems of language barrier in tourist areas like Queen 

Elizabeth national park and mountain Rwenzori national park. 
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16) Promoting peace and stability by using the national army (UPDF) to ensure security 

of the tourists in Mt. Elgon national park. 

17) Eradication of poaching and controlled game cropping through setting up a well- 

equipped anti- poaching squad in all national parks and wildlife reserves like Queen 

Elizabeth national park and Murchison falls national park. 

18) The Uganda Tourism Board is increasing on the level of advertisement using local 

and international media like CNN to increase market for tourist centres like Queen 

Elizabeth national park, Mountain Rwenzori and Lake Victoria. 

 

REVISION QUESTIONS 

1. To what extent have physical factors influenced the development of the tourist 

industry in Uganda? 

- Introduce by giving the current status of the tourist industry in Uganda, identify the 

tourist attractions in Uganda and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing tourist 

attractions. 

- Explain the physical factors and then bring out the other factors giving an example of 

a tourist attraction on each point. 

2. To what extent have human factors favored the development of the tourist 

industry in Uganda? 

- Introduce by giving the current status of the tourist industry in Uganda, Identify the 

tourist attractions in Uganda and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing tourist 

attractions. 

- Explain the human factors and then explain the physical factors giving an example of 

a tourist attraction on each point. 

3. Examine the importance of the tourist industry in Uganda. 

-Introduce by giving the current status of the tourist industry in Uganda and draw a 

sketch map of Uganda showing tourist attractions. 

- Explain the positive and negative contributions, giving an example of a tourist 

attraction on each point. 
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4. “Uganda, the holiday paradise comprises many tourist attractions”. Examine the 

validity of the statement. 

- Introduce by giving the current status of the tourist industry in Uganda, Identify the 

tourist attractions in Uganda and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing tourist 

attractions. 

- Explain the various tourist attractions, giving an example of a tourist attraction on 

every point. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION IN UGANDA 

Environmental degradation refers to the decline in productive value of the available 

renewable and non-renewable resources in man’s surroundings. It involves deterioration 

in productive value of the components of the environment like hydrosphere (water), 

lithosphere (soils), atmosphere (air) and biosphere (plants and animals). 

Forms of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

- Soil exhaustion in Mukono, Kayunga and Luweero. 

- Overfishing in Lake Victoria, Lake Kyoga and Lake Wamala. 

- Environmental pollution in Kampala, Jinja, Mukono and Buikwe. 

- Deforestation in Mabira forest, South Busoga forest and Bugala Island forest. 

- Wetland destruction for example Busega swamp and Lubigi swamp in Kampala. 

- Soil erosion in Kabale, Kisoro, Kaabong, Kotido and Moroto. 

 

 

 

A SKETCHMAP OF UGANDA SHOWING DEGRADED AREAS. 
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Causes of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

Physical factors. 

1. Relief whereby the steep slopes in the highland areas have accelerated soil erosion and 

landslides for example on mountain Elgon in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli. 

2. The influence of dry and hot prevailing winds has led to limited growth of natural vegetation 

leading to bare grounds which has accelerated soil erosion in Kotido, Kaabong, Moroto, and 

Kiruhura. 

3. The influence of earthquakes has led to creation of cracks and depressions on the earth’s 

crust leading to land soil erosion for example in Bundibugyo. 

4. The occurrence of natural disasters like floods and landslides resulting from elinino has led to 

destruction of vegetation, and soil erosion for example in Kasese and Mbale. 

5. The influence of wild animals that tend to overgraze leading to destruction of vegetation and 

soil erosion for example hippos and elephants in Queen Elizabeth national park, Kasese and 

Murchison falls national park in Amuru. 

6. Pests and diseases destroy vegetation for example locusts in Masindi, Army worms in 

Mukono and Buikwe. 

7. Occurrence of natural fires that lead to wide scale destruction of swamp vegetation for 

example the Katonga swamp. 

8. The invasion of water weeds especially water hyacinth in water bodies like Lake Victoria and 

Lake Kyoga suffocate aquatic life like fish leading to their death. 

Human factors: 

9. Agricultural activities like monoculture on plantation farms has led to deforestation and soil 

exhaustion at Kakira sugarcane plantation in Jinja and Kasuku tea estate in Buikwe and 

nomadic pastoralism in Kaabong. 

10. Lumbering activities to acquire wood and timber has led to deforestation in Mabira forest, 

Budongo forest and Bugoma forest. 

11. Mining activities have led to deforestation and pollution of the environment for example at 

Hima and Tororo limestone mines, clay at Kajjansi, sand at Kasenyi. 

12. Swamp reclamation for agricultural purposes and settlement has led to destruction of swamp 

vegetation for example Busega swamp and Nsooba swamp in Kampala. 

13. Industrialization has led to deforestation and pollution of the environment for example the 

century bottling company at Namanve led to the destruction of Namanve forest and Hima 

and Tororo cement industries have led to air pollution. 

14. Construction of transport network especially roads have led to the destruction of part of 

Mabira forest. 

15. Bush burning by hunters and pastoralists has led to destruction of vegetation leading to soil 

erosion in Moroto, Kotido and Lyantonde. 
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16. Indiscrimate fishing in lakes, rivers and swamps has led to over fishing like Tilapia, Nile 

perch in Lake Victoria, Lake Kyoga and Lake Albert. 

17. Political instability has led to deforestation to get rid of hiding places for rebels for example 

Opit forest in Gulu, mountain Rwenzori forests in Bundibugye. 

18. Sinking or drilling of boreholes has led to lowering of the water table leading to dry 

conditions hence destruction of vegetation in Luweero, Nakaseke and Nakasongola. 

19. Urbanization and settlement has led to destruction of vegetation, desctruction of landscape 

and swamp reclamation for example in Kampala, junja and Mbarara. 

20. Poor garbage disposal especially in urban areas has led to environmental pollution which 

affects human health for example in Kampla, Jinja and Mbarara. 

21. Application of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides in agriculture has led to death of 

soil animals leading to soil exhaustion for example at Kakira sugarcane plantation in Jinja 

and Kasau tea estate in Buikwe. 

Effects of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

1. It has resulted into low rainfall formation due to destruction of vegetation and loss of surface 

water for example in Kotido, Kabong, Moroto and Kiruhura. 

2. It has accelerated landslides and soil erosion in highland areas due to destruction of forests 

for example in Bududa, Mbale and Bulambuli as a result of destruction of Mountain Elgon 

forests. 

3. It has led to flooding of areas due to siltation of rivers for example river Nyamwamba in 

Kasese which has led to destruction of property and loss of lives. 

4. It has led to destruction of habitats for wild animals leading to loss of biodiversity and 

disappearance of some species of animals like white Rhinos for example in Kabale, Kisoro 

and Luwero. 

5. It has led to lowering of the water table due to reduced rainfall formation for example in 

Kabale, Kisoro, Kiruhura and Lyantonde. 

6. It has led to loss of timber for firewood and furniture making resulting from destruction of 

forests for example in Pallisa, Kumi, Kabale and Kisoro. 

7. It has led to increased temperature due to increased destruction of vegetation of forests which 

lead to increased greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide in Kumi, Soroti, Kabale and 

Kiruhura. 

8. It has created health hazards like high blood pressure and heart attack due to increased 

environmental pollution from industrial and vehicle fumes in Kampala, Jinja and Mbale. 

9. It has led to siltation of rivers and lakes hence affecting fishing as a result of destruction of 

wetlands that would filter silt for example Murchison bay wetland on lake Victoria and 

Sezibwa wetland. 

10. It has led to blocking of transport network by landslides for example Rubanda-Kisoro road in 

Kabale and floods have led to destruction of roads for example Kasese – Kilembe road in 

Kasese. 
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11. It has led to increased government expenditure to cater for people in areas affected by 

environmental degradation for example resetting people affected by landslides in Bududa and 

Bulambuli and floods in Kasese.  

12. It has led to loss of water catchment areas due to destruction of vegetation leading to drying 

of streams and rivers for example river Sezibwa from Mabira forest. 

13. It has led to loss of fertile soils due to erosion thus affecting the growth of crops which leads 

to famine for example in Kabale and Kisoro. 

14. It has led to destruction of landscape through creation of gullies and pits as a result of erosion 

and landslides for example in Bududa and Bulambuli on Mt. Elgon and Kabale. 

Measures being taken to combat environmental degradation in Uganda. 

1. Afforestation and re-afforation are being encouraged by the National forestry Authority 

(NFA) soil erosion and modify the climate for example Katuugo forest in Nakasongola, 

Lendi forest in Nebbi and Kateera forest in Kiboga. 

2. Development of alternative sources of power and energy other than wood fuel to reduce on 

deforestation in forests like Mabira forest for example use of Hydro-electricity generated at 

Nalubaale power station. 

3. Improving farming methods like terracing and contour ploughing in highlands areas in 

Kabale and Kisoro to control soil erosion and landslides. 

4. Environmental education and sensitization of the public about the causes and effects of 

environmental degradation for example deforestation in Mabira forest, mountain Elgon 

forests and mountain Rwenzori forest. 

5. Recycling of water products to reduce poor disposal of waste product and pollution in 

Kamplala and Jinja for example plastics by Omega plastics in Kampala. 

6. Setting up support institutions in environmental protection to control deforestation in Mabira 

for example National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA), National Forestry 

Authority (NFA). 

7. Gazetting forests like Mabira forest and wetlands Murchison bay and Nabajjuzi wetlands to 

reduce encroachment and reduce deforestation and swamp reclamation. 

8. Allocating specific areas as industrial parks or centers to reduce pollution of the community 

for example Nalukolongo industrial centre, Nakawa industrial centre and Kawempe 

industrial centre in Kampala. 

9. Filling of pits and depressions after mining to reduce land degradation for example at 

Kilembe Copper mines, Kajjansi clays and Lweza clays. 

10. Evicting encroachers on wetlands and forests to reduce their destruction for example from 

Lubigi wetlands, Kibale forest, Mabira forest and Budongo forest. 

11. Encouraging the use of recommended fish nets to reduce over fishing and destruction of 

fisheries resources for example 5 inch gill net for catch fish in Lake Victoria and avoid the 

use of illegal fishing nets like beach seining (Kokota) on Lake Victoria and Lake Kyoga. 
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12. Sewage is being treated by the National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NWSC) at 

Bugolobi before being released into water bodies like Murchison bay wetland and lake 

Victoria to reduce water pollution. 

13. Encouraging population control by use of contraceptives and other family planning methods 

to reduce over cultivation and soil exhaustion in Pallisa, Mbale and deforestation of forests 

like Mabira forest,  mountain Elgon forest; 

14. Resetting people from densely populated areas to sparsely populated areas to reduced 

destruction of  forests and swamps and soil exhaustion for example from Bududa and 

Bulambuli to Kiryandongo, from Kabale to Kyenjojo and Kabarole. 

15. Involvement of international community in environmental protection for example European 

Union with projects like Saw Log Production Grand Scheme (SLPGS) for tree planting at 

Katuugo forest, and Ramsar Convention of 1988 for protecting wetlands like Murchison bay 

swamp and Nabajjuzi swamp. 

16. Promoting peace and stability in most parts of Uganda by using the National army UPDF, to 

reduce death in humans and animals and reduce deforestation in forests like mountain 

Rwenzori forests. 

17. Regional cooperation to protect resources shared by countries for example Lake Victoria and 

the Nile Basin Initiative for countries in the Nile Basin to reduce over fishing and water 

pollution. 

18. Enacting laws to protect the environment for example through NEMA, it is illegal to settle in 

Wetlands, to reduce destruction of wetlands like Nabajjuzi wetland, Murchison bay wetland. 

19.  Application of fertilizers and manure to increase soil fertility for example at Kakira 

Sugarcane plantation in Jinja and Lugazi sugarcane plantation in Buikwe. 

 

LANDSLIDES IN UGANDA: 

Landslides refer to the rapid down slope movement of weather rock materials and soil under 

the influence of gravity. 

Areas in Uganda affected by landslides include Bulucheke in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli on 

the slopes of mountain Elgon, Kisoro and Kabale in the Kigezi highlands, Kasese and 

Bundibigyo on the slopes of mountain Rwenzori. 

 

Causes of landslides in Uganda. 

Physical factors: 

1. Climate conditions for example prolonged / torrential rainfall increases the weight and 

provides lubrication to rock material hence increasing down slope movement in form of mud 

flows and earth flows for example in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli. 
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2. The nature of slope / relief for example the steep slopes accelerate the downslope movement 

of rock materials in form of rock slide and rock fall for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

3. The nature of rock material whereby permeable weathered saturated rocks overlying 

impermeable rock layers is being lubricated by water accelerating the down slope movement 

of rocks in form of rock slumping for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

4. The nature of soils whereby heavy wet clay soil encourages down slope movement of rock 

materials in form of mudslide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

5. Tectonic forces for example earthquakes cause vibrations, triggering off landslides in form of 

rock fall for example in Bundibugyo on the slopes of mountain Rwenzori. 

6. Living organizations for example the burrowing effects of rodents and trampling effects of 

animals like elephants accelerate down slope movements of weathered rocks in form of rock 

slumping for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

7. Limited vegetation cover accelerate downhill movement of weathered rock material in form 

of mud flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

Human factors: 

8. Mining and quarrying cause vibrations, steepen and expose slopes triggered off landslides in 

form of rock slide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

9. Deforestation along slopes exposes rock materials hence accelerating landslides in form of 

rock slide in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

10. Over cultivation on steep slopes accelerates down slope movement of weathered rock 

materials in form of mud flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

11. Overgrazing on steep slopes leads to desctruction, which accelerates down slope movement 

of weathered rock material in form of rock slide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

12. Construction of houses and roads along steep slopes accelerateds down slope movement of 

weathered rock material in form of earth flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

13. Moving of heavy vehicles like trailers, buses causes vibrations along road currings 

accelerates sown slope movement of weathered rock material rock fall for example in 

Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo, for example Kabale – Kisoro road and Fort portal – 

Bundibugyo road. 

 

REVISION QUESTIONS: 

1. a) Examine the causes and effects of environmental degradation in Uganda. 
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- Introduce by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms of environmental 

degradation in Uganda, and draw a sketchmap of Uganda showing the forms of 

environmental degradation in various areas. 

- Example the causes and effects of environmental degradation giving an example of 

form of environmental degradation and place name on every point. 

b) What measures are being taken to combat environmental degradation in Uganda? 

- Explain the measures in present tense giving an example of form of environmental 

degradation and place name on every point.  Avoid using suggestive phrases like 

should, can and may. 

2. To what extent have physical factors led to environmental degradation in Uganda? 

- Introduce by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms of environmental 

degradation and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing forms of environmental and place 

names. 

- Explain the physical factors and then give the human factors that have led to 

environmental degradation giving an example of form of environmental degradation and 

place name on every point. 

 

3. To what extent have human activities led to environmental degradation in Uganda? 

-  Identify by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms environmental 

degradation and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing forms of environmental 

degradation with place names. 

- Explain the human factors and then give the physical factors that have led to 

environmental degradation giving an example of form of environmental degradation and 

place name on every point. 

 

4. Explain the causes and effects of landslides in Uganda. 

- Introduce by defining landslides, identify the areas affected by landslides and draw a 

sketch map of Uganda showing areas affected by landslides. 

- Explain the causes and effects of landslides giving an example of place name on every 

point. 
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Causes of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

Physical factors. 

22. Relief whereby the steep slopes in the highland areas have accelerated soil erosion and 

landslides for example on mountain Elgon in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli. 

23. The influence of dry and hot prevailing winds has led to limited growth of natural vegetation 

leading to bare grounds which has accelerated soil erosion in Kotido, Kaabong, Moroto, and 

Kiruhura. 

24. The influence of earthquakes has led to creation of cracks and depressions on the earth’s 

crust leading to land soil erosion for example in Bundibugyo. 

25. The occurrence of natural disasters like floods and landslides resulting from elnino has led to 

destruction of vegetation, and soil erosion for example in Kasese and Mbale. 

26. The influence of wild animals that tend to overgraze leading to destruction of vegetation and 

soil erosion for example hippos and elephants in Queen Elizabeth national park and Kasese 

and Murchison falls national park in Amuru. 

27. Pests and diseases destroy vegetation for example locusts in Masindi, Army worms in 

Mukono and Buikwe. 

28. Occurrence of natural fires that lead to wide scale destruction of swamp vegetation for 

example the Katonga swamp. 

29. The invasion of water weed especially water hyacinth in water bodies like Lake Victoria and 

Lake Kyoga suffocate aquatic life like fish leading to their death. 

Human factors: 

30. Agricultural activities like monoculture on plantation farm has led to deforestation and soil 

exhaustion at Kakira sugarcane plantation in Jinja and Kasuku tea estate in Buikwe and 

nomadic pastoralism in Kaabong. 

31. Lumbering activities to acquire wood and timber has led to deforestation in Mabira forest, 

Budongo forest and Bugoma forest. 

32. Mining activities have led to deforestation and pollution of the environment for example at 

Hima and Tororo limestone mines, clay at Kajjansi, sand at Kasenyi. 

33. Swamp reclamation for agricultural purposes and settlement has led to destruction of swamp 

vegetation for example Busega swamp and Nsooba swamp in Kampala. 
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34. Industrialization has led to deforestation and pollution of the environment for example the 

century bottling company at Namanve led to the destruction of Namanve forest and Hima 

and Tororo cement industries have led to air pollution. 

35. Construction of transport network especially roads have led to the destruction of part of 

Mabira forest. 

36. Bush burning by hunters and pastoralists has led to destruction of vegetation leading to soil 

erosion in Moroto, Kotido and Lyantonde. 

37. Indiscrimate fishing in lakes, rivers and swamps has led to over fishing like Tilapia, Nile 

perch in Lake Victoria, Lake Kyoga and Lake Albert. 

38. Political instability has led to deforestation to get rid of hiding places for rebels for example 

Opit forest in Gulu, mountain Rwenzori forests in Bundibugye. 

39. Sinking or drilling of boreholes has led to lowering of the water table leading to dry 

conditions hence destruction of vegetation in Luweero, Nakaseke and Nakasongola. 

40. Urbanization and settlement has led to destruction of vegetation, desctruction of landscape 

and swamp reclamation for example in Kampala, junja and Mbarara. 

41. Poor garbage disposal especially in urban areas has led to environmental pollution which 

affects human health for example in Kampla, Jinja and Mbarara. 

42. Application of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides in agriculture has led to death of 

soil animals leading to soil exhaustion for example at Kakira sugarcane plantation in Jinja 

and Kasau tea estate in Buikwe. 

Effects of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

15. It has resulted into low rainfall formation due to destruction of vegetation and loss of surface 

water for example in Kotido, Kabong, Moroto and Kiruhura. 

16. It has accelerated landslides and soil erosion in highland areas due to destruction of forests 

for example in Bududa, Mbale and Bulambuli as a result of destruction of Mountain Elgon 

forests. 

17. It has led to flooding of areas due to siltation of rivers for example river Nyamwamba in 

Kasese which has led to destruction of property and loss of lives. 

18. It has led to destruction of habitats for wild animals leading to loss of biodiversity and 

disappearance of some species of animals like white Rhinos for example in Kabale, Kisoro 

and Luwero. 

19. It has led to lowering of the water table due to reduced rainfall formation for example in 

Kabale, Kisoro, Kiruhura and Lyantonde. 

20. It has led to loss of timber for firewood and furniture making resulting from destruction of 

forests for example in Pallisa, Kumi, Kabale and Kisoro. 

21. It has led to increased temperature due to increased destruction of vegetation of forests which 

lead to increased greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide in Kumi, Soroti, Kabale and 

Kiruhura. 
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22. It has created health hazards like high blood pressure and heart attack due to increased 

environmental pollution from industrial and vehicle fumes in Kampala, Jinja and Mbale. 

23. It has led to siltation of rivers and lakes hence affecting fishing as a result of destruction of 

wetlands that would filter silt for example Murchison bay wetland on lake Victoria and 

Sezibwa wetland. 

24. It has led to blocking of transport network by landslides for example Rubanda-Kisoro road in 

Kabale and floods have led to destruction of roads for example Kasese – Kilembe road in 

Kasese. 

25. It has led to increased government expenditure to cater for people in areas affected by 

environmental degradation for example resetting people affected by landslides in Bududa and 

Bulambuli and floods in Kasese.  

26. It has led to loss of water catchment areas due to destruction of vegetation leading to drying 

of streams and rivers for example river Sezibwa from Mabira forest. 

27. It has led to loss of fertile soils due to erosion thus affecting the growth of crops which leads 

to famine for example in Kabale and Kisoro. 

28. It has led to destruction of landscape through creation of gullies and pits as a result of erosion 

and landslides for example in Bududa and Bulambuli on Mt. Elgon and Kabale. 

Measures being taken to combat environmental degradation in Uganda. 

20. Afforestation and re-afforation are being encouraged by the National forestry Authority 

(NFA) soil erosion and modify the climate for example Katuugo forest in Nakasongola, 

Lendi forest in Nebbi and Kateera forest in Kiboga. 

21. Development of alternative sources of power and energy other than wood fuel to reduce on 

deforestation in forests like Mabira forest for example use of Hydro-electricity generated at 

Nalubaale power station. 

22. Improving farming methods like terracing and contour ploughing in highlands areas in 

Kabale and Kisoro to control soil erosion and landslides. 

23. Environmental education and sensitization of the public about the causes and effects of 

environmental degradation for example deforestation in Mabira forest, mountain Elgon 

forests and mountain Rwenzori forest. 

24. Recycling of water products to reduce poor disposal of waste product and pollution in 

Kamplala and Jinja for example plastics by Omega plastics in Kampala. 

25. Setting up support institutions in environmental protection to control deforestation in Mabira 

for example National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA), National Forestry 

Authority (NFA). 

26. Gazetting forests like Mabira forest and wetlands Murchison bay and Nabajjuzi wetlands to 

reduce encroachment and reduce deforestation and swamp reclamation. 

27. Allocating specific areas as industrial parks or centers to reduce pollution of the community 

for example Nalukolongo industrial centre, Nakawa industrial centre and Kawempe 

industrial centre in Kampala. 
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28. Filling of pits and depressions after mining to reduce land degradation for example at 

Kilembe Copper mines, Kajjansi clays and Lweza clays. 

29. Evicting encroachers on wetlands and forests to reduce their destruction for example from 

Lubigi wetlands, Kibale forest, Mabira forest and Budongo forest. 

30. Encouraging the use of recommended fish nets to reduce over fishing and destruction of 

fisheries resources for example 5 inch gill net for catch fish in Lake Victoria and avoid the 

use of illegal fishing nets like beach seining (Kokota) on Lake Victoria and Lake Kyoga. 

31. Sewage is being treated by the National Water and Sewerage Corporation (NWSC) at 

Bugolobi before being released into water bodies like Murchison bay wetland and lake 

Victoria to reduce water pollution. 

32. Encouraging population control by use of contraceptives and other family planning methods 

to reduce over cultivation and soil exhaustion in Pallisa, Mbale and deforestation of forests 

like Mabira forest,  mountain Elgon forest; 

33. Resetting people from densely populated areas to sparsely populated areas to reduced 

destruction of  forests and swamps and soil exhaustion for example from Bududa and 

Bulambuli to Kiryandongo, from Kabale to Kyenjojo and Kabarole. 

34. Involvement of international community in environmental protection for example European 

Union with projects like Saw Log Production Grand Scheme (SLPGS) for tree planting at 

Katuugo forest, and Ramsar Convention of 1988 for protecting wetlands like Murchison bay 

swamp and Nabajjuzi swamp. 

35. Promoting peace and stability in most parts of Uganda by using the National army UPDF, to 

reduce death in humans and animals and reduce deforestation in forests like mountain 

Rwenzori forests. 

36. Regional cooperation to protect resources shared by countries for example Lake Victoria and 

the Nile Basin Initiative for countries in the Nile Basin to reduce over fishing and water 

pollution. 

37. Enacting laws to protect the environment for example through NEMA, it is illegal to settle in 

Wetlands, to reduce destruction of wetlands like Nabajjuzi wetland, Murchison bay wetland. 

38.  Application of fertilizers and manure to increase soil fertility for example at Kakira 

Sugarcane plantation in Jinja and Lugazi sugarcane plantation in Buikwe. 

 

LANDSLIDES IN UGANDA: 

Landslides refer to the rapid down slope movement of weather rock materials and soil under 

the influence of gravity. 

Areas in Uganda affected by landslides include Bulucheke in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli on 

the slopes of mountain Elgon, Kisoro and Kabale in the Kigezi highlands, Kasese and 

Bundibigyo on the slopes of mountain Rwenzori. 
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Causes of landslides in Uganda. 

Physical factors: 

14. Climate conditions for example prolonged / torrential rainfall increases the weight and 

provides lubrication to rock material hence increasing down slope movement in form of mud 

flows and earth flows for example in Mbale, Bududa and Bulambuli. 

15. The nature of slope / relief for example the steep slopes accelerate the downslope movement 

of rock materials in form of rock slide and rock fall for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

16. The nature of rock material whereby permeable weathered saturated rocks overlying 

impermeable rock layers is being lubricated by water accelerating the down slope movement 

of rocks in form of rock slumping for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

17. The nature of soils whereby heavy wet clay soil encourages down slope movement of rock 

materials in form of mudslide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

18. Tectonic forces for example earthquakes cause vibrations, triggering off landslides in form of 

rock fall for example in Bundibugyo on the slopes of mountain Rwenzori. 

19. Living organizations for example the burrowing effects of rodents and trampling effects of 

animals like elephants accelerate down slope movements of weathered rocks in form of rock 

slumping for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

20. Limited vegetation cover accelerate downhill movement of weathered rock material in form 

of mud flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

Human factors: 

21. Mining and quarrying cause vibrations, steepen and expose slopes triggered off landslides in 

form of rock slide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

22. Deforestation along slopes exposes rock materials hence accelerating landslides in form of 

rock slide in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

23. Over cultivation on steep slopes accelerates down slope movement of weathered rock 

materials in form of mud flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo. 

24. Overgrazing on steep slopes leads to desctruction, which accelerates down slope movement 

of weathered rock material in form of rock slide for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

25. Construction of houses and roads along steep slopes accelerateds down slope movement of 

weathered rock material in form of earth flows for example in Bududa, Bulambuli and 

Bundibugyo. 

26. Moving of heavy vehicles like trailers, buses causes vibrations along road currings 

accelerates sown slope movement of weathered rock material rock fall for example in 

Bududa, Bulambuli and Bundibugyo, for example Kabale – Kisoro road and Fort portal – 

Bundibugyo road. 
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REVISION QUESTIONS: 

5. a) Examine the causes and effects of environmental degradation in Uganda. 

- Introduce by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms of environmental 

degradation in Uganda, and draw a sketchmap of Uganda showing the forms of 

environmental degradation in various areas. 

- Example the causes and effects of environmental degradation giving an example of 

form of environmental degradation and place name on every point. 

b) What measures are being taken to combat environmental degradation in Uganda? 

- Explain the measures in present tense giving an example of form of environmental 

degradation and place name on every point.  Avoid using suggestive phrases like 

should, can and may. 

6. To what extent have physical factors led to environmental degradation in Uganda? 

- Introduce by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms of environmental 

degradation and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing forms of environmental and place 

names. 

- Explain the physical factors and then give the human factors that have led to 

environmental degradation giving an example of form of environmental degradation and 

place name on every point. 

 

7. To what extent have human activities led to environmental degradation in Uganda? 

-  Identify by defining environmental degradation, identify the forms environmental 

degradation and draw a sketch map of Uganda showing forms of environmental 

degradation with place names. 

- Explain the human factors and then give the physical factors that have led to 

environmental degradation giving an example of form of environmental degradation and 

place name on every point. 

 

8. Explain the causes and effects of landslides in Uganda. 

- Introduce by defining landslides, identify the areas affected by landslides and draw a 

sketch map of Uganda showing areas affected by landslides. 

- Explain the causes and effects of landslides giving an example of place name on every 

point. 
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